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I want to begin this message in the same way I began my message on Mark 

8:1-28. I want to remind you of a theological framework that helps us 

process spiritual blindness and true discipleship that will help us see the 

significance of this wonderful passage at the end of Mark 10. The reason for 

this review of what we talked about 10 weeks ago is that chapters 8-10 are 

one large section that function as a parable on spiritual blindness. Chapter 8 

begins with the healing of a blind man and chapter 10 ends with the healing 

of a blind man while in between we see the blindness of the Pharisees and the 

severely impaired vision of the disciples.   

 

So there are three things happening in Mark 8-10. First, there is this theme or 

parable of spiritual blindness. Second, embedded within that theme is Jesus 

disclosure of His death and resurrection—3 times He will tell His disciples 

that He is going to Jerusalem to be crucified and rise again. Third, Jesus 

issues His call to discipleship.  

 

These are not unrelated themes. What we are going to see is that true 

discipleship is the progressive removal of spiritual blindness that allows us to 

both see and then follow Jesus as the Suffering Servant. But first let me 

remind you of the four stages of spiritual sight.   

 

Four Stages of spiritual sight:  

Spiritual blindness ~ refers to a heart that is hardened by sin and has not yet 

been overcome by the light of Christ. Using the language of 2 Cor 4, the 

spiritually blind are those who are perishing because, to them, the gospel is 

veiled (vs. 3). 2 Cor 4:4 says, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of 

the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory 

of Christ, who is the image of God.” So Spiritual blindness is not seeing 

Jesus--crucified, risen—as the greatest need and most valued treasure of your 

soul. (Spiritually lost in the darkness, not seeing the light of Christ) 

Conversion ~ the partial removal of spiritual blindness that results from 

having the light of Christ illumine our hearts. Conversion happens when a 

person is given eyes to see Christ for who He is as the all satisfying treasure 

of the soul. Your vision isn’t perfect yet, but you can see.  

John 8:12 ~ “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 

not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

 

2 Cor 4:6 ~ “For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” 

is the one who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”  

 

Sanctification (growing maturity in Christlikeness) is the progressive 

removal of remaining blindness by ongoing exposure to the light of Christ. 

Sanctification (spiritual growth) is becoming like Christ by progressively 

seeing Christ.  

 

2 Cor 3:18—“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 

the glory (light) of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image, from glory to glory.” 

 

Glorification (our heavenly state) is the complete removal of blindness.  

I John 3:2 says we will be like Jesus because we will see Him just as He is.  

These four stages from spiritual blindness to clear spiritual vision are another 

way of talking about the process of discipleship. Discipleship is more than 

just doing Bible studies and memorizing scripture. You can do those things 

and still fail to see with eyes of faith. True discipleship begins by looking to 

Jesus for spiritual sight out of desperate, determined faith.  

What we are going to see when we put today’s passage into the larger 

context of chapters 8-10 is that discipleship is both seeing and following 

Jesus as the suffering servant.  

 

Discipleship is the progressive removal of spiritual blindness that begins with 

conversion (having our eyes opened to see Jesus) and then progresses 

through sanctification until we reach the ultimate climax of glorification 

(heaven). Or we might say that discipleship is the progressive transformation 

that results from an ongoing exposure and responsiveness to the Word of 



God (the light of Christ), that produces increasing obedience, through 

growing faith, and deepening love for God.  

 

A true disciple has a radical change of worldview whereby biblical truth 

transforms his view of God, his obedience to God, his our love for God so 

that he rigorously lives to please and honor Him above all else in all things. 

So rigorous is this call to discipleship that Jesus said, “In anyone wishes to 

come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up His cross and follow Me” 

(Mark 8:34). Why would anyone do that? They would only do it if their eyes 

were opened to see the Suffering Servant as their glorious hope, the only 

answer but perfect answer to their deepest need for eternal rescue and joy. 

 

In Mark 8-10 the religious leaders are spiritually blind, rejecting Jesus.  

The Disciples have gained spiritual sight, but it is still deeply impaired.  

Only Bartimaeus, this blind beggar, truly sees Christ with clear vision, and in 

seeing Him, He follows Him. Let me show you how this plays out in Mark 8-

10.  

 

An Extended Parable of Spiritual Blindness 

 

Mark 8 begins with Jesus miraculously feeding the 4000 (vs. 1-9). It was an 

opportunity to see something about Jesus. But we are immediately 

confronted with the blindness of the Pharisees who come to test Jesus by 

demanding a sign (10-13). Jesus responds by warning His disciples of the 

leaven of the Pharisees but the disciples are spiritually dull because of their 

hardness of heart and they think Jesus is hinting that someone forgot to bring 

along bread again. This sets the stage for the parable on spiritual blindness 

which begins in 8:22 with a two-stage healing of a blind man. The reason 

that this miracle took place in two stages is not because Jesus didn’t quite get 

it right the first time. He performs this miracle as a parable using physical 

sight to teach us about spiritual sight.  

First, Jesus spits on the blind man’s eyes and then asks him, “do you see 

anything?” The man says yes, but I see men as trees walking. In other words, 

I see but not clearly. Then Jesus touched the man’s eyes again and he saw 

everything clearly.  The progression here is from blindness to sight to clear 

vision. And as we will see, this is precisely what must happen in the spiritual 

lives of the disciples.  

The first glimmer of hope comes in 8:29 when Peter declares what He sees—

“You are the Christ.” Now that Peter has grasped Jesus’ identity, he’s ready 

for the next lesson so Jesus proceeds to teach him that he will not just be a 

triumphant Messiah but also a suffering servant who must die. So in 8:31 for 

the first time Jesus tells the disciples about His coming death. But apparently 

Peter still has severely impaired vision because he takes Jesus aside and 

rebukes him for this crucifixion-talk. And so Jesus teaches his disciples about 

the true nature of discipleship—denying oneself, taking up one’s cross, and 

following Jesus.  

Chapter nine opens with Mt. of Transfiguration where Peter, James, and John 

are given an opportunity to clearly see Jesus in His glory. When they come 

down from the mountain, the other disciples had been trying unsuccessfully 

to cast a demon out of a young boy and His father pleads with Jesus to help 

him (14-29). But notice the two-stage response of this man to Jesus when he 

says, “I do believe; help my unbelief.” He has faith, but he also recognizes 

that he has remaining unbelief and he pleads with Jesus to help him. This is 

the one thing the disciples failed to do. Later they asked Jesus why they 

couldn’t cast out the demon and Jesus said because this kind only comes out 

by prayer.  

In Mark 9:30-37 Jesus, a second time, tells the disciples of His coming death. 

But vs. 31 says they did not understand this statement and they were afraid to 

ask Him—they are not asking, not looking to Jesus for greater insight. In fact 

they went on to argue about which of them was the greatest, demonstrating 

just how greatly their vision is still impaired.  

Illus: 

 

Chapter 10 begins by highlighting the blindness of the Pharisees who come 

once again to test Jesus, this time on the matter of divorce. But Jesus rebukes 

them for their hardness of heart and teaches His disciples that it would be 

better to have the heart of a child—humble, dependent faith. In contrast to 

these dependent, trusting children comes the rich young ruler in in vs. 17. He 



was self-sufficient and at the thought of giving up His treasures to follow 

Jesus, he sadly turns away from the road of discipleship.  

 

Finally, Jesus tells His disciples for a 3
rd

 time about His coming death in 

10:33-34 and again the disciples prove to have spiritual cataracts on their 

eyes. James and John come to Jesus and they say, “Jesus do for us whatever 

we ask.” Jesus says, “what do you want me to do for you?” (important 

question). “We want to be seated on your right and our left in your 

kingdom.” As one man said, they’re not asking to see but to be seen.
1
  

 

Jesus corrects their vision of kingdom leadership by pointing to Himself as 

the ultimate pacesetter in vs. 45: “For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many.” Jesus Himself is 

the suffering Servant that they must see and follow on this road of 

discipleship. And so to illustrate just that, Mark concludes this parable with 

the healing of Bartimaeus, a blind beggar in 10:46-52. Suddenly what seems 

at first to be a simple miracle explodes with meaning. This is our landing pad.  

 

We find Bartimaeus “sitting by the road” in vs. 46. He’s there because he is 

blind and the only way for him to survive is to beg for food or money from 

those passing by.  [vs. 47-51]   

 

Let me point out a few observations about Bartimaeus:  

 

a. B. understands who Jesus is. He’s the Son of David, the Messiah, 

and he has the power to make the lame walk, the deaf to hear, and 

the blind to see.  

 

b. B. understands how desperate his need is and that Jesus is the only 

one that can meet it. His desperate plea is, “Jesus, have mercy on 

me!” “Apart from your mercy, I have no hope of being saved from 

this state I’m in.” That’s the cry that saves—a cry for mercy. 

Even when others try to quiet him, Bartimaeus demonstrates a faith 

that’s not only desperate but also determined and persistent.  
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c. When Jesus calls B, he throws aside his cloak. Probably one of his 

only possessions, he would have normally kept close enough to be 

able to feel it because he couldn’t see it. But now he gladly throws it 

aside. What a contrast to the rich young ruler who couldn’t release 

his grip on his material possessions to follow Christ from his heart. 

 

d. When Jesus asks B, “What do you want me to do for you,” he’s not 

looking for prestige or glory.  He just wants Jesus to meet his need.  

 

Notice how this passage ends. Jesus commends Bartimaeus for his faith, he 

immediately regains his sight, and then vs. 52 says, he “ began following 

Him on the road.” What road? The road to Jerusalem where Jesus would die. 

This is a picture of true discipleship: Seeing Jesus through mercy-strained 

eyes of desperate, determined faith; and following Jesus on the cross-bound 

road: “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up 

his cross, and follow Me” (8:34).  

 

The irony of this passage is that Bartimaeus is blind, but he’s the only one 

who truly “sees.” No cataracts of self-sufficiency, pride, or testing God; just 

simple, dependent faith from a heart that knows its need for mercy. And in 

seeing, he follows Jesus on the cross-bound road of discipleship.  

 

Here’s the bottom line: A true disciple is one who sees Jesus as the 

Suffering Servant and in seeing Him with eyes of faith, follows Him on the 

cross-bearing road of discipleship as His only hope and greatest treasure.  

 

So how should we respond to this message?  

 

Some of you may still be imprisoned in spiritual blindness. Oh, you  may not 

be filled with hostility and malice toward Jesus like the Pharisees were, but 

you are clinging to your self-sufficiency, trying to convince yourself you are 

good enough apart from the grace of God, and unconcerned about your sin 

and the wrath of God that looms over it every day. The best response for you 

today is to pray, “Jesus open my eyes to see You, open my  heart to trust 

You, awaken my need for You to rescue me from my sin.” This is no small 



matter. Your sin will ruin you, both now and in eternity. Without seeing, you 

go blindly to hell.  

 

God has made one way only to deliver you from your sin and restore you to a 

right relationship with God. He sent His sinless Son to take upon Himself the 

punishment of death and condemnation you deserve. Only God can give you 

spiritual sight and he gives it through the hearing of the gospel which sets 

before us the light of Christ.  In so much as you can hear my voice this 

morning, God is giving you opportunity to turn to Christ in repentance and 

faith.  

 

There are probably even more of us here today who may have sight, but our 

vision is seriously impaired. We are like the disciples. We are trusting in 

Christ to save us from our sin and we are following Him in a general sense, 

but our lives lack the consistency, strength, and sweetness of loyal obedience 

to Christ.  

 

Examples of impaired spiritual vision:  

 

We follow Christ generally, but… 

 

a. Like Peter, we may set our minds and hearts on man’s interests 

over God’s interests (Mark 8:33). 

b. Pride and a drive for self-advancement overrules our faithfulness 

to God’s purposes (Mark 10:32-45). 

c. We lack desire to serve God by serving others (Mark 10: 45) 

d. We have greater concern for earthly comforts, possessions, and 

status than eternal security (Mark 10:17-27). 

e.  A lack of hungering for God’s word (Hebrews 5:11-14). 

f. A lack of spiritual discipline (I Tim 4:7b-8). 

g. An impoverished passion about sharing our faith with others (2 

Cor 5:18-20) 

h. A lack of urgency to see our own children develop spiritually 

beyond going to church programs to becoming followers of 

Jesus who love and look like Christ.  

i. Obeying Christ in some areas of our life but blindly (or 

rebelliously) disobeying him in other areas of our life.  

j. A casual attitude toward sin rather than a war-time mentality to 

aggressively fight against sin in our personal lives (Mark 9:42-

48) 

Just based on the attitude of your heart, some of you may be tempted to come 

and take of the Lord’s supper this morning with little concern to repent of the 

sin that is crippling you; habitual patterns that your are willing to go on 

living with and unwilling to crucify on the cross-bearing road of discipleship.  

 

It is your impaired vision that causes you to think that you can follow Jesus 

on the road of discipleship and go on living with… 

� Unchallenged pride 

� Unrestrained anger 

� Sexual additions 

� Disrespectful attitudes toward your spouse  

� Bitterness toward someone in this room or someone already dead 

� Greater devotion to your feelings about what is right than what God 

has clearly said in His Word 

� Finding entertainment in things that God hates and despises.  

� Idolatrously seeking your joy in God’s blessings apart from God 

Himself.  

 

Oh, how we need to pray for God to open our eyes. To think we are 

following Christ when life is all about us, just like the disciples. How we 

need Him to give us eyes to see the Suffering Servant who bore our sin and 

give us the wisdom and power to follow Him on His cross-bearing road. 

How we need Him to give us eyes to see and believe that the satisfaction He 

offers really is infinitely superior.  

 

Communion:  

 


